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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-7 (Cancelled). 

8. (Currently amended) In a fuel cell assembly, a method for sealing 
surfaces between first and second components of a fuel cell stack in said fuel cell 
assembly, comprising: 

a. ) forming a dielectric element in the general shape of the surfaces to 

be sealed; 

b. ) positioning said d i aloctr i o dielectric element adjacent at l oast ono of 
to said first and second components; 

c. ) forming a paste of a first braze alloy on at least one of said 
dielectric element and said at l oast ono of said compononts first component; 

d. 1 forming a paste of a second braze allov on at leas t one of said 
dielectric element and said second component; 

ej bringing said dia lo ctrio dielectric element, said paste of said first 
braze allov. said paste of said second braze allov. and said at l oast ono of sa i d first 
and second components together as an assembl y, wherein said paste of said first 
braze allov is disposed between and in contact with said first comp onent and said 
dielectric element, and said paste of said second braze al lov is disposed between 
and in contact with said second component and said dielectric element ; and 
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©t) fj sintering said assembly at a temperature whereby said first and 
second braze al l oy boGomos alloys become liquefied and when cooled bocom e s 
become bonded to said dialoctr i c dielectric element and said at loast one of said first 
and second components of said fuel stack assembly , respectively, to form said seal. 

9. (Currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 8 wherein 
at least one of said first and second braze a ll oy i s alloys are powdered silver bronze. 

10. (Currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 8 
wherein said dia l octric dielectric element is formed of yttrium-stabilized zirconia. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 8 
wherein sa i d at l oast ono of said components first component is selected from a 
group consisting of an anode p l atos plate and a cathode p l atos plate, and said 
second plate is the other of said anode and cathode plate . 

12. (Currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 8 
wherein said paste of at least one of said first and second braze alloy is formed on 
said dielectric element. 

13. (Original) A method in accordance with Claim 8 wherein said fuel 
cell assembly is employed as an auxiliary unit in a vehicle. 
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